OILS AND  FATS.

295

measurement the reader is referred to elementary treatises on
optics. The process differs somewhat with different instruments,
and it is not necessary to describe it in detail, as working in-
structions are always provided, Zeiss's Butyro-Refractometer,
a modification of the instrument invented by the late Prof. Abbe,
is most convenient, and allows of determination over a wide
range of temperatures.

FIG. 22.

This instrument is shown in Fig. 22, and consists of two
prisms of dense glass of acute angle, the face of the upper of
which is shown at A, while the second is in the hinged part B.
A drop or two of the oil to be examined is spread on the face of
the lower prism, and the portion B is then turned on its hinge
so that the oil forms a thin film between the faces of the two
prisms. Light is now reflected by the mirror J through the